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Remember, that by the ſpace of three years, 1 ceaſed not 


to warn every one night and day with tears. 


O method of inſtruction has a great- 
er influence upon the human mind, 
than example. The Apoſtle, under 
| Z) peculiar circumſtances, havingcall- 
- 2 ed together the Elders of the Church 


moſt pathetic and feeling manner, upon the ſubject 
of their work, as Overſeers of the flock of God: Ex- 
horting them to be faithful, in the truſt committed 


to their charge. And, that his counſel might have 
a more ſalutary effect, and make a deeper impreſſion 
upon their minds, he related how he himſelf had - 


conducted, in this work; in what manner he had 
been with them, at all ſeaſons. And, to encourage, 


quicken and animate them, in their future labours, 


at Epheſus, addreſſed them, in the 
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he He deſired them to keep i in mind this ſhort ſpecimen 
of his example: Remember, that by the ſpace of three 
years, Tceaſed not to warn every onenight and day with tears. 
In theſe words, we may notice, with what affec- 
tion he applied himſelf to the work of the Goſpel 
Miniſtry. He was inceſſant in his labours. He 
neglected no opportunity of applying himſelf to any 
one. I ceaſed not to warn every one night and day. 
And all this he performed, with the moſt ſenſible 
feelings, even—w:th tears. 

This example breathes out that affeQionate con- 
cern, which every faithful Miniſter experiences, 
while engaged in his work. For that, which affeCt- 
ed Paul in preaching, does now, alſo, affect every 
faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel. For the work is no 
leſs important now, either in its nature or conſe- 
quences, than when he purſued i it, with ſuch affec- 
tion of heart, 

But, further to illuſtrate, that faithful Miniſters 
are ſolemnly affected with their work, it may be 
proper to bring into view ſome of thoſe things, which 


ſo much affected this renowned Apoſtle of our Lord 
and Saviour. 


The Goſpel has ever met with great d 


from the men of chis world. And great ſufferings, 


many of thoſe have experienced, who have been the 
diſpenſers of it. In this reſpect, the word of the 
Lord to Ananias was fulfilled, concerning Paul; 


I will ſhow him how great things hs muſt ſuffer for my 


name's fake, Bonds and impriſonments, every where, 
awaited him, Perils were on every fide. His out- 


ward ſufferings were great: Vet none of theſe things 


moved him, He was contented in adyerſity ; and 
joyful 
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inſpiration, 
maladies, which chriſtians ſometimes feel ; 
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Joyful in tribulation : $o that thoſe outward trials, 
in the cauſe of Chriſt, however great, which came 


upon him daily, were not the occaſion of his grief, 
or that which ſo much affected him, in his work. 
But one thing, which deeply affected his heart, was 
the Rate of ſinners, 

Every ſkilful phyſician is fomewhat le 
with the diſeaſe of his patient, Such an one was 
Paul, He was ſkilful in handling the word of life; 
for, he was inſtruQed by ſcripture, experience, and 
He was not only acquainted with the 
but he, 
alſo, well underſtood the diſeaſe of moral defilement, 
into which ſinners are fallen. He believed, felt and 
realized, the doctrine of total depravity. The 
wretched and criminal ſtate of man by nature, often 
occurred to his mind, and became the ſubje& of his 
particular attention. He found unregenerate men, 
in a ſtate of rebellion againſt God ; whelly inclined 
to evil; continually choofing ſinful courſes : So 
that nothing good, in a moral ſenſe, could be found 
in them, or done by them, while ſuch : But every 
imagination of their hearts was evil, and only ſo. 
He found their minds enmity againſt God, not ſub- 
ject to his law; 
of an infinitely holy law the law of God thereby 
condemned to ſuffer eternal wrath, as really, and as 
juſtly, as any criminal was ever condemned, by the 
laws of men. He that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready : The wrath of God abideth on him. 

This almoſt deſperate caſe of ſinners, under the 
reigning power of fin, walking in pride, blindneſs 


—_ 


therefore, under the curſe - the curſe 
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and ſtupidity, and appearing careleſs and unconcern- . 1 


* 


ed under condemnation and wrath, could not fail to 


excite in Paul, that faithful Miniſter of the New Teſ- 
tament, tears of commiſeration. 

2. Paul was much affected with the conduct of the 
impenitent, in rejecting the offers of the Goſpel. 
When ſinners are warned to flee from the wrath 
to come, the offer of ſalyation is made to them, 
through a Mediator. Hence the Apoſtle, in the diſ- 
charge of his duty, found it neceſſary, not only to 
bring up to view their ruined and criminal ſtate by 
nature; but, alſo, to lay open the glorious plan of 
the Goſpel ; as a ſcheme defigned to diſplay the rich- 
es of divine grace, in ſaving ſinners from deſerved 
ruin. And, likewiſe, to ſhew, that this goſpel ſcheme 
is carried into effect, by a courſe of Providence, in 
all reſpects conformable to the eternal counſel of the 
divine will. 

In the moſt feeling manner, we may ſuppoſe him 
to deliver this meſſage of grace, to periſhing creatures, 
viewing them on the very brink of eternal deſtruc- 
tion; to deſcribe the character, ſufferings and death 
of Chriſt; and to ſhew, upon the footing of the 
great atonement, how God can be juſt, and yet the 


juſtifier of thoſe, who believe in Jeſus. Love to 


their ſouls muſt excite his moſt tender concern, 


while thus adminiſtering to them the laſt and only 


remedy ſuitable in their caſe. 

Would not a benevolent phyſician feel affected, 
in a very tender manner, if called to give a medicine 
to a patient, whom he loved, and whoſe caſe was 
ſuch, that he expected, that the potion given would 
effect his recovery, or inſtant death? Would he not, 
under ſuch circumſtances, adminiſter with an aching 


beart, 


“ 


3 
heart, and a trembling hand ? And could it be lefs 
painful to the benevolent Apoſtle, to ſee ſome, to 
whom he difpenſed the word of life, from volunta- 
ry oppoſition, obſtinately rejecting the gracious offer; 
and others, from a careleſs ſtupidity, neglecting the 
great ſalvation ? How muſt his pious heart be griey- 
ed, to ſee the richeſt grace treated with ſuch ingrati- 
tude, by guilty finners ; even as though all the good 


procured by the dying love of a Saviour, and ſo frees 


ly offered, was defigned, merely, for their ſport or 
amuſement! 

3. Paul was much affected to conſider, what hap- 
pineſs ſinners were likely to loſe, through unbelief. 

The mind truly benevolent rejoices in the happi- 
— of others ; and will, therefore, be grieved to ſee 
any negle& a real good, which they might enjoy. 
This is plainly ſet forth, by our Lord, when he wept 


over impenitent Jews ; ſaying, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſa- 


lem, thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them whick 
are ſent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not ! | 

Paul was not wholly deſtitute of this ſpirit. A con- 
cern for thoſe of his kindred, according to the fleſh, 
who rejected the kingdom of God, againſt themſelves, 


cauſed him great heavineſs and ſorrow of heart. 


He confidered finners, as having the higheſt happi- 
neſs ſet before them, in the Goſpel ; and they not on- 
ly freely invited, but ſtrongly urged to accept of it. 
Come, for all things are now ready, Thus they had a 
price in their hands to get wiſdom ; to obtain the 
higheſt good, even the everlaſting ſalvation of their 


ſouls ; but many, through unbelief, appeared likely 


to 


\ 
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| Ta fall ſhort of that only good, which was ſo graciouſ 
ly propoſed to their acceptance ; for they had no 
heart, will, or diſpoſition, to improve their opportu- 
nities ; but were diſpoſed to flight all the glories of 
the heavenly ſtate. They made light of it. They 
treated the counſel of infinite wiſdom, manifeſted i in 
the plan of the Goſ pel, as 4 light thing. They treat- 
ed the grace of Chriſt, in ſuffering to open a way, 
that pardoning merey might be diſplayed, as a light 


thing. They treated the means of grace, and all the 


- overtures of divine love, as light things, In a word, 
they treated all thoſe objects, which forever ſatisfy 
angels and glorified ſaints, as light things. For, to 
thoſe heavenly glories, they preferred the vain and 
ſinful pleaſures of time and ſenſe. And, by ſuch 
conduct, they drew ſighs from the heart, and tears 
from the eyes, of the compaſſionate Apoſtle, 
4. To conſider the ruin, to which ſinners are ex- 
poſed, much affected this ſervant of Chriſt. 
The wages of fin is death. Nothing, in a ſtrict 
ſenſe, (conſidered as the reward of iniquity) can be 
called death, but the deſtruction of the ſoul. All 


the pains and calamities of this life, even diſſolving 


nature, when compared with the ſtate of a damned 
ſoul, ſuffering the penalty of the law, have but the 
appearance, the ſhadow of death; agreeable to Chriſt's 


words, He that believeth on me ſhall never die; not 


| intending to intimate, that believers ſhould not be 
ſubjected to natural death; but that they ſhould not 


die, in a ſtrict ſenſt; that is, be loſt in hell with the 


wicked. The ſcriptures make uſe of the moſt lively 
figures, which natural things afford, to give us an 
idea of that Late of nulcry, to which ſinners are ex- 


poſed, 


poſed. Such as theſe + Caſt ye the unprofitable Ler- 
vant into outer darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping and 

gnaſhing of teeth. Where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. The lake of fore. The 
lake, which burneth with fire and brimſtone; which 
is the ſecond death. | Sinners, finally impenitent, will 
be ſent away accurſed from Chriſt, (from all good.) 
into everlaſting puniſhment ; to lie Acker the an 
of God, forever and ever. ; 

The ſentence of the divine law is out e 88 
they are juſt ready to fall the appointed time is 
drawing near, when their fett ſhall ſlide - hen God 
ſhall caſt them down into deſtruction: For the wick- 
ed ſhall be turned into hell. To ſee finners regardleſs 
of this their moſt dangerous ſituation was that, which 
excited thoſe ſenſible feelings, expreſſed by one of 
the prophets : I ye will not hear it, my ſoul ſhall weep 
in ſecret places for your pride. Nor could the beney- 
olent Apoſtle refrain from tears at the fight : Many 
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell 
you, even weeping, that they are the enemies of the 
croſs of Chriſt. . If enemies, then expoſed to deſtruc- 
tion ; for the enemies of the Lord will be deſtroyed. 
If, when we ſee our fellow creatures expoſed to 
temporal danger, we are affected with humane ſym- 
pathy ; how much more muſt this Apoſtle be affect- 
ed, when, in the light of divine truth, he ſaw finners 
expoſed to utter run! | 
5 · The ſhortneſs and importance of time, ſerved to 
” increaſe Paul's affectionate concern, in his wor. 
Time, as it reſpects us, is inſeparably connected 
with eternity; as ſeed time is with harveſt: For 
bo whatſoever a man ſoweth, that fhall he alſo reap. For 
3 B he 


| to fal fall ſhort of that only good, which was ſo graciouſ- 


ly propoſed to their acceptance ; for they had no 
heart, will, or diſpoſition, to improve their opportu- 
nittes ; but were diſpoſed to flight all the glories of 
the heavenly ſtate. They made light of it. They 
treated the counſel of infinite wiſdom. manifeſted i in 
the plan of the Goſpel, as 4 light thing. They treat- 
ed the grace of Chriſt, in ſuffering to open a way, 
that pardoning merey might be diſplayed, 4s a light 


thing. They treated the means of grace, and all the 
 overtures of divine love, as light things, In a ward, 


they treated all thoſe objects, which forever ſatizfy 
angels and glorified ſaints, as light things. For, to 
thoſe heavenly glories, they preferred the vain and 
ſinful pleaſures of time and ſenſe. And, by ſuch 
conduct, they drew fighs from the heart, and tears 
from the eyes, of the compaſſionate Apoſtle. 

4. To conſider the ruin, to which finners are ex- 
poſed, much affeQed this ſervant of Chrift. 
The wages of fin is death. Nothing, in a ſtrict 


ſenſe, (conſidered as the reward of iniquity) can be 


called death, but the deſtruction of the ſoul. All 


the pains and calamities of this life, even diſſolving 


nature, when compared with the ſtate of a damned 
ſoul, ſuffering the penalty of the law, have but the 
appearance, the ſhadow of death; agreeable to Chriſt's 


words, He that believeth on me fhall never die; not 
intending to intimate, that believers ſhould not be 


ſubjected to natural death; but that they ſhould not 
die, in a ſtrict ſenſe ; that is, be loſt in hell with the 
wicked. The ſcriptures make uſe of the moſt lively 
figures, which natural things afford, to give us an 
idea of that ſtate of miſery, to which ſinners are ex- 


poſed. 


the fire is not quenched. The lake of fire, The 
lake, which burneth with fire and brimſtone ; which 

is the ſecond death. ' Sinners, finally impenitent, will 
be ſent away accurſed from Chriſt, (from all good,) 


into everlaſting puniſhment; to lie under R the Wan 


of God, forever and ever, 


Theſentence of the divine law is out A110 e 


they are juſt ready to fall the appointed time is 
drawing near, when their fett ſhall ſlide - hen God 
ſhall caſt them down into deſtruction: For the wick- 
ed fhall be turned into hell. To ſee finners regardleſs 


of this their moſt dangerous ſituation was that, which 


excited thoſe ſenſible feelings, expreſſed by one of 
the prophets : I ye will not hear it, my ſoul ſhall weep 
in ſecret places for your pride. Nor could the beney- 
olent Apoſtle refrain from tears at the fight : Many 
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell 
you, even weeping, that they are the enemies of the 
croſs of Chriſt. . If enemies, then expoſed to deſtruc- 
tion ; for the enemies of the Lord will be deſtroyed. 

If, when we ſee our fellow creatures expoſed to 
temporal danger, we are affected with humane ſym- 
pathy ; how much more muſt this Apoſtle be affect- 


ed, when, in the light of divine truth, he ſaw finners 


expoſed to utter ruin! 
5. The ſhortneſs and importance of time, ſerved to 
increaſe Paul's affectionate eoncern, in his work. 
Time, as it reſpects us, is inſeparably connected 
with eternity; as ſeed time is with harveſt : For 
whatſoever a man ſoweth, that all he alſo reap. ** 
B 


poſed. Such as theſe : Caſt ye the unprofitable ſer- 
vant into outer darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth. Where their worm dieth not, and 
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10 ä 
he that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corrup- 
tion ; but he that foweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit 
reap life everlaſting. Life, therefore, is the only op- 
portunity given us, as a probationary ſeaſon ; for 
when once the maſter of the houſe is rifen up, and hath 
ſhut to the door, then there will be no opening. All 
this the Apoftle had before him. He figured out to 
himſelf, that he ſaw impenitent finners ſuſpended 
over everlaſting burnings, as it were, by the flender 
thread of life, ready to be cut aſunder by the lifted 
hand of juſtice, and the ſtroke delayed only by the 


mere mercy of God, while calling to them, ſaying, a 
Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways : For why will e . 
die? | 12 
It ſeems that it was under this view of the preciouf- | bi 
neſs of time, that the Apoſtle, as one trembling for £6 
the event reſpecting ſinners, cried out, Behold, now is vn 
ine accepted time Behold, now is the day of ſalvation ! 65 
Now is the opportunity to flee from the wrath to th 
come, and lay hold on eternal life. He expected to eu 
have but a ſhort time to preach ; and that they * in 
would have but a few days to hear. FF 2Ct 
6. Paul was concerned for the order, peace and th 
purity, of the Church. . 
He conſidered it of great importance, that the laws 4 his 
of Chriſt ſhould be obſerved, by all profeſſing chriſ- | 
tians. . This he ſuppoſed neceſſary, for the groath and 1 Re 
edification of the body. His care for the Churches, the 

may be learnt, from his frequently writing to them $ 
his labours among them—and his counſels and di- 05 a 1 
rections given to their Overſeers, as he had opportu- 1 on 
= 


nity ; particularly his charge, to Timothy ane Ti- 
tus, upon this ſubject. = u 
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With great affection, he applied himſelf to pro- 
feſſors, in his preaching, beſeeching them to walk 
worthy of the vocation, wherewith they were called, with 
all lowlineſs and meelneſs, with long ſuffering, forbearing 
one another in love ; endeauouring to keep the unity of 
the ſpirit, in the bond of peace. And ſo far as he ſaw 
profeſſing chriſtians, walking in the ſpirit of the Goſ- 
pel, performing all things decently and in order, it 


gave him ſenſible joy: Which may be ſeen in his 


addreſs to the Philippians. Having expreſſed his 


thankfulneſs to God, and his love towards them, and, 


alſo, his daily praying for their growth in grace, he 
ſays, If there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, if 
any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 
bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like mind- 
ed, having the ſame love, being of one accord, of one 


mind. Let nothing be done through ſtrife, or vain glory, 


but in lowlineſs of mind, let each eſteem other better than 
themſelves. Look not every man vo his own things, but 
every man aljo on the things of others. Let this mind be 
in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus. How emphat- 
ically does he here expreſs the defires of his ſoul for 


the proſperity of the Church. The cauſe of Chriſt 


was near his heart, He preferred Jeruſalem above 
his chief joy. 

7. The glory of God, in the riſing kingdom of the 
Redeemer, as connected with his preaching, and 
their hearing, deeply affected him, in his work. 

The miniſtration of the Goſpel, Paul conſider ed as 
a mean, which God had appointed, to diſplay his 
glorious grace, in the conviction and converſion of 
finners, and in the building up of the Church. He 


ſuppoſed that every ſermon delivered, and every 


warning 


warning and invitation given, would redound to the 
glory of God, in fitting ſome for happineſs, but oth- 
ers for miſery. The work, therefore, in which he 
was engaged, muſt appear great, and very much af- 
fect his mind. Theſe ideas he fully expreſſed, to the 
Corinthians. We are unto God a fweet favour of Chriſt, 
in them that are ſaved and in them that periſh. To the 
one we are the favour of death unto death; and to the . 
other, the ſavour of life unto life. And, that he was 10 
deeply affected, with theſe conſiderations, reſpecting 
his work, appears evident from his ſubjoining that 
feeling i inquiry, And who is ſufficient for theſe things? 


8. The ſolemn day of account lay, with great a 
weight, upon Paul's mind, while attending to his fo 
work, as a Goſpel Miniſter. 1 


God hath appointed a day, in which he will judge 
the world, in righteouſneſs, by Jeſus Chriſt. Sol- 
emn muſt be the thought of appearing before him, 
who knoweth all hearts, and who, without reſpect of | 
perſons, will reward every one, according to his ſy 
works. The ſerious tranſactions of that day are now te 
realized, in a meaſure, by every devout and thinking 
mind. The Apoſtle ever ſet this important period 
before himſelf ; he ſpake and conducted towards his 
fellow creatures, with reference to that day. He ex- 
pected to meet all thoſe, to whom he preached the 
word, at the awful tribunal of God. And, although 
he had a well grounded expectation of receiving a 
crown of life, and had alſo the teſtimony of his own 
conſcience, that, as a Miniſter, he had not ſhunned to 
declare all the counſel of God : Yet, to think how 
all his labours had an immediate reference to that 
day, and would be attended with great and eternal 
| conſequences, 


conſequences, to himfelf and others, muſt contribute, 
not a little, to affect his mind. And, eſpecially, 


when he foreſaw, on the one hand, thoſe, whom he 


had eſpouſed to Chriſt, through the Goſpel, enjoying 
true felicity ; but, on the other, ſinners, who had 
rejected offered mercy, clothed with ſhame, _ ſink- 
ing down in anguiſh and deſpair. | 

Thus we have mentioned ſeveral things, which ev- 
idently affected Paul, in a ſolemn manner, while he 


purſued the work of the Goſpel Miniſtry ; and as the 


work is ſtill the fame, containing the fame truths, 


and attended with like conſequences ; all thoſe who 


are truly and faithfully engaged in this work, will, 


for the ſame reaſons, be affected with it, in the ſame 
manner, 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1. WE learn, that the work of the Goſpel is of 
ſuch a nature, that for Miniſters to be ſolemnly af | 
feed with i it, is altogether reaſonable. 

Paul's affection, in preaching the Goſpel, was not 
unreaſonable. It was not owing to weakneſs or 
want of reſolution of mind; but his tears expreſſed 
the feelings of a heart, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of the ſolemn truths, which his work naturally pre- 
ſented to his view. And when the ſame truths are 


[ realized, they will have a like influence upon every 
| faithful ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt. For every work 
| has a tendency to affect thoſe engaged init, according 
? to its nature, end, and conſequences. The Goſpel, as 


i 


to 1ts nature, is com poſed of truths the moſt intereſt- 
ine and precious ; its end is the higheſt good ; and, 
in 


f 
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in its conſequences, it will be eternal joy and happi- 
neſs to the righteous ; but everlaſting ſorrow and 
miſery to the wicked. What work, then, contains 
things ſo excellent—things ſo important—things of 
ſuch everlaſting moment, as thoſe found in the 
Miniſtry of reconciliation, Can it be a queſtion, 
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{ 
then, whether thoſe, in the Miniſtry, ought to be ſol- 
emnly affected with their work? Seeing it is attend- 4 
ed with ſo many affecting circumſtances ; ſeeing it 
brings eternity into view; and, as it were, lays open < 
the glorious and awful ſcenes of the future world; 2 
it muſt be ſolemn as eternity, and affecting as the 8 
joys of heaven, or the pains of hell. x 

'2. Are faithful Miniſters ſolemnly affected, in the e 
manner which has been deſcribed? Then, we learn, p 
that every faithful Miniſter is heartily engaged in his m 
work. tl 
Thoſe only are truly pleaſed with the goſpel m 
ſcheme, who are born of God—reconciled to his C 
true character. This is neceſſary, in order to have of 
the affections ſo ſet upon ſpiritual objects, as to pre- MI 
fer the cauſe of Chriſt to ſelfiſh intereſt : For, where it 
the treaſure 1s, there the heart will centre. ca 
As a mechanic may purſue his work with ambi- na 
tion, endeavouring to excel, in expeRation of praiſe 1 in 
or gain; ſo, from motives wholly ſelfiſh, an unre- po 


generate man may purſue the work of the Miniſtry, 
and perſuade himſelf that he is doing God ſervice ; | 
while he has no love to religion, in its true genuine % 
nature, and is a real ſtranger to that experimental 5 
ſenfe of the worth of ſouls ; that benevolent con- 15 
cern, kor the real conviction and converſion of ſin- 


ners; and that holy deſire, for the advancement of 
the 


„ 
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theRedeemer's kingdom, in the world, which ever influ- 
ences thoſe, who are faithful in the vineyard of our Lord. 
Whatever buſineſs we undertake, we ſhall careful- 
ly attend to ; if, in heart, we are truly engaged in 
it : Not treating it as a matter of indifference ; but 


of importance, according to its nature, So the 
faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel, who give their hearts 


to the work, make it an object of their purſuit, an 


object of their delight, and an object of their con- 
cern. Such are their views of this work, that they 


are willing to ſpend and to be ſpent, to promote the 


glory of God in the ſalvation of ſinners. They will 
not, therefore, act the part of eye ſervants, who are 
excited merely by ſlaviſh fear, nor like thoſe who 
preach for filthy lucre's ſake : But as thoſe of a ready 


mind, influenced by the love of Chriſt, The Apoſ- 
tle obſerved, Neceffity is laid upon me ; yea, wo is unto 


me, / I preach not the Goſpel. A love to truth, to 
Chriſt, and to his cauſe, is the reaſon, why this work 
of diſpenſing the Goſpel of the grace of God, ſo ſen- 


| fibly and ſolemnly affeQs thoſe, who are faithful in 


it ; for, only ſuch as are influenced by right affeQion, 
can underſtandingly conſider this work, in its true 
nature, end, and final conſequences ; ſo as to engage 
in it, with all their hearts. Faithful Miniſters are 


4 poſſeſſed of holy affections; they do ſee, underſtand, 


and realize this work; and, therefore, they give their 


1 minds to it; performing all heartily, as unto the 


Lord ; not ſeeking to pleaſe men ; but to be faith- 

ful unto God. | | 
3. We hence learn, that it is the deſign of the faith- 
ful Miniſter, in his preaching, ſolemnly to affe& his 
hearers, 
People, 


— — 


| „„ 0 
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— { 
People, in general, had much rather hear about 
truths, than to feel them. But the faithful Miniſ- 
ter, having a ſenſe of the weight of eternal things in 
his on mind, will labour to impreſs the minds of 
his hearers, with a like ſenſe of their infinite impor- 
tance. - Being himſelf ſolemnly affected with a view 
of the ſtate of man by nature, he will labour to make 
them feel ſenſible, that they are in ſuch a ruined 
Kate. In doing this, he will bring into view the 
character of God, as the great Creator and Govern- 
Hur of all things; ſhewing the relation, which crea» 
tures fand in to him: And alſo defcribe the divine 


law, in its holy and unchangeable nature; hence 
Thewing the demerit of fin, hat ſinners may fee 


and feel, that they are juſtly expoſed to ſuffer eter- 


nal wrath. Solemnly affected with the propoſals of 
the Goſpel, and the manner in which it is treated by 
-unbehevers ; he will labour to lay open, in the clear- 
eſt manner, before ſinners, in connection with their 


juſt deſert of eternal ruin, the free offer of life, which 
1s made upon the footing of mere grace, through the 


atonement ; holding up the perſon, and chaxaQter 


of Chriſt the Mediator, through whom and by whom, 
this grace is diſplayed ; that he is the Son of God, 
and the Son of Man ; the Word made fleſh ; the 
true God and eternal life. Urging an immediate 


compliance with the terms of the Goſpel, which con- 


fiſt in repentance towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt ; he will fetch arguments drawn 
from the happineſs of heaven, and from the miſeries 
of hell. And, with great ſolemnity, in a diſtinguiſh- 


ing, plain and pathetic manner, he will point out 


l of ſinners; the ſhortneſs and uncer- 


+. * 


. * 
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aint) of time: the patience of God ; the readineſs 


| of Chriſt to receive thoſe, who return; the criminal * % | 
and dangerous nature of unbelief'; approaching "2 
death, and a future judgment. And, further, to 3 
leave obſtinate ſinners without excuſe, in faithfulneſs 71 
and bowels of love, he will charge home, upon their v4 
conſciences, the crimſon guilt of deſtroying their own 74 


fouls, in refuſing offered mercy. The eg my 
of the fimple ſhall ſlay them. 

Thus, while the faithful Miniſter aims, in his 
preaching, to make his hearers feel and realize the 


: [Kveight of truth, he will not ſhun to declare all the 
counſel of God. For, he is ſenſible, that natural 
men muſt be awakened, or they will ſleep on to ruin: 
. They muſt ſolemnly feel in time, or die to eternity. 
| rperefore, he will not feed their curioſity, with a 
ow of words, directed by man's wiſdom ; nor flat- 
er their pride, by preaching ſmooth things; either 
r hy keeping back the truth, or by delivering it in ſuch | 
bh | manner, as would tend to leſſen its effect upon the 
e Wind: But he will endeavour to ſet every truth in 


r its proper light, ſhewing its connection in the great 


1, Icheme of redemption; ſo that, with all its united 
|, MHorce/it may fall upon the finner's conſcience, and 
& Pierce his heart with genuine conviction. | 

te WM The word, handled in this ſenſe, becomes quzck, 
1- d powerful, and ſharper than any two edged ſword, 


Ty 4 coor. even to the dividing afunder of ſoul and ſpirit, 
d of the joints and -marrow, and is a diſcerner o the 
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Pout to enter upon it, carefully to examine chemſelxgzz . 


N and intents of the heart. | —_— 
ww. 5 Ja Bok 7 
4. If the work of the Goſpel Miniſtry be ſo ſolemn, Z 1 
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This obſervation naturally applies to him, who, 


before theſe witneſſes, is ſoon to be ſet apart to this 14 " 
work, by ſacred ordination, vor 
| for 

DAR BROTHER, TH. ha 
THE ſerious hour of your conſecration, to the for. 
Goſpel Miniſtry, is now come. The work before you he 
is great the ſcene ſolemn much more ſo, than the ( 


words uſed in this diſcourſe, have been able to com- be 


municate to unexperienced minds. vou 
My Brother, I feel for you; Chriſt's Miniſters hike | ina 
convened feel for you ; and the children of God ©** 
Here preſent feel for you. And, had I not been ſat-⸗ 7 
isfied, as to your experimental knowledge of the 
truth, and perſuaded, that, from love to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, you heartily engage in this work, I. 
could not, with ſuch readineſs, have conſented to © 
take an active part, in the ſolemnities of this day, 
to commit to your paſtoral care theſe ſheep and 
lambs of Chriſt's flock. iſter 
Suffer me, upon this occaſion, to expreſs gratitude 
to God, on your behalf. And now, in this ſerious) But 
moment, while angels and men are looking on, is it r 
not ſuitable for you to inquire, with what motive 
you make this dedication of yourſelf ? Do you love? 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Then feed his ſheep and eth. 
lambs ; the Church, which he has bought with hi | diſec 
own blood. Give your heart to this work, to which men 
you are called of the Lord. Let it ſolemnly affef vort 


ally 
dud 


you, at all times, and excite you, after Paul's exam V 
ple, ſo to warn every one, as to keep yourſelf pull = 
from the blood of all men, Pe 
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Truly, the work is a ſolemn and affecting work. 
Many, by experience, have found it ſo; nor will 
1 you, if faithful, be ſingular, in this reſpect. Vet, 
for your encouragement, be aſſured, that thoſe many 
Z have found it equally pleaſant; a work to be choſen 
ho | for Jeſus' ſake, whois the great Captain of ſalvation, and 
þ who ſendeth none on a warfare, at their own expenſe. 
1 Only be faithful to him, who hath called you to 
75 be a ſoldier, and that promiſe of his will ſupply. all 
your wants, make your work ealy and delightful, and 
| finally crown you with victory add glory : Lo, I am 
od with you always, even to the end of the world. 
Cate * We commend you to the grace of God, who is able 
the A to keep you from falling, until the appearing of Je- 
POE] & ſus Chriſt the chief Shepherd, who will give to his 
K 10 faithful ones a crown of life, which fadeth not away. 
AY 5. If it be fo, that faithful Miniſters are ſolemnly 


wy affected with their work, for the reaſons which have 
and been pointed out ; then, we learn, that the true Min- 
iſters of Chriſt may be known. 
5 36 They are men, ſubject to like paſſions as others: 
5 - uM But they are good men. Diſintereſted benevolence, 
2 1 or that charity which ſeeketh not her own, habitu- 
tive $ ally poſſeſſes their hearts, and influences their con- 
lovdl duct. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth Jpeak- 


and eth. Being folemnly affected with their work, they 
* hi 4 | diſcover faithfulneſs to Chriſt, and to the ſouls of 
chick men. Ye ſhall know them by their fruits ; for men do 
\ Fe: not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of thiſtles. 
ram We alſo learn one mark, by which thoſe in the 
pur Miniſtry may know themſelves. 

4 Perhaps, no claſs of men are under better advan- 
"ruly; ages to learn their own hearts, than Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, 


% 
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than unconverted Miniſters. 


Some, it may be, ſubmit to ſolemn ordination— | 
take the oath of allegiance to Chriſt, while they Þ 
know, that they have not ſuch an heart. Others, 
influenced by worldly applauſe, and blinded wit 
pride and ſelfconceit, deceive their own ſouls ; as it 
were, relying upon the ſacred office, as though to be 
employed about holy things would anſwer before 
God, inſtead of a new heart. Such, if they would 


open their eyes, and impartially examine, might ſee, 


that they are not ſolemnly affected with their work— | 


do not give their hearts to it ; but, if they will keep 
their eyes ſhut ung the light, they muſt periſh, 


without excule. 


Here the ſubject naturally e itſelf to thoſe 


in the Miniſtry. 


My FaTHtRs and BRETHREN, 


WE have here ſet before us the example of Paul, 
that moſt renowned Apoſtle of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


for our imitation, and for a proof of our fidelity, in B 
the Goſpel Miniſtry. It deeply concerns us, to ex- 
amine and determine, whether we are affected with Wi 
this work, in like manner, and for the ſame reaſons, 
that he was affected with it, For, unleſs we are ſo 
; bs | affected 


Goſpel. Their work is in the ſcriptures; which N i 
point out the way of life, and deſcribe the character, x 
both of the ſaint and ſinner ; the faithful and un- 
faithful. Let, the temptations to enter upon this 

work, from ſiniſter motives, and to continue in it 
unfaithful, are ſo many and ſo powerful, that, per- 
haps, no perſons, notwithſtanding all their privileg- + a 
es, are in greater danger of deſtroying themſelves, 


— 
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affected as to give our hearts to the work; unleſs 
we have a realizing ſenſe of the truths contained in 
the Goſpel, and the conſequences, that muſt follow 
our miniſtration, we ſhall not be faithful to warn 
ſinners; and, by manifeſtation of the truth, to commend 
ourſelves to every man's conſcience, in the fight of God. 
We, above all orders of men, are ſet apart, by 
public office, to holy ſervices. - The buſineſs of our 


particular calling, has a more immediate relation to 


— the intereſt of Chriſt's kingdom in the world, than 
ey that of any others; ſo that our conduct will have a 
rs, more direct tendency, to ſave ſouls or deſtroy them, 
ith (according as we are faithful or unfaithful,) than the 
s it conduct of others. In the providence of God, we 
be are diſtinguiſhed from others, in this world, by theſe 


Ore | ſacred, but peculiar privileges, which lay us under 
uld 3 peculiar obligations of gratitude : We ſhall alſo be 
| known, in diſtinction from others, in the great day 
of retribution. The eyes of all thole, who were 
committed to our particular charge, who fat under 
our Miniſtry here, will then, in a ſenſe, be fixed up- 
on us. Yet, how different the ſenſations ! But we 
forbear leaving the ſolemn ſcene for our more 
retired contemplation. 

And let us ever bear it in mind, that we ſhall not 
be treated by Chriſt, in that day, according to our 
office here; but according to our conduct in our 
office: For there is no reſpect of perſons with God. 

Are we made ftewards in the houſe of the Lord ? 

$1 Let us, then, be faithful and wiſe, to give to every one 
with LA his portion of meat, in due ſeaſon. Bleſſed is that 
* 1 * whom his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo 
V7 ng 


6. Is 


6. Is there a propriety in Miniſters being ſolemn- 
ly affected with their work? Then, we infer, that 
thoſe act unreaſonably, who remain careleſs and un- 
affected, under the Goſpel. 

The Goſpel is of vaſt conſequence, to each indi- 
vidual of every claſs of men; without the Goſpel, all 
are wretched and miſerable ; and for any one to 
neglect or reject it, will render him ſtill more ſo. 74 
The truths contained in the Goſpel are affecting 70 
truths; none can be more ſo. And they will, ere 
long; penetrate the heart of the moſt ſecure. If they 
do not, in time, beget deep abaſement of ſoul ; yet 

they will, in eternity, excite the moſt excruciating 
pain, anguiſh, and deſpair. Important, therefore, is 
the criſis, when ſalvation is offered to a finner. 
Whether he ſhall be happy, or miſerable, to eternity, 
depends on the reſult. He that believeth and is bap- 
tized ſhall be faved ; but he that believeth not ſhall be 
damned. 

In this connection, a few words to the Church 
and Congregation in this town, may not be thought 
unſeaſonable. - | 


BRETHREN and FRIENDS, 


THIS ſabjeR, in ſetting forth the nature of the 
Goſpel Miniſtry, and the importance of being duly 
affected with it, no doubt, brings to your remem- 
brance things that are paſt ; by which your former 
Paſtor, though dead, yet ſpeaketh. Your conſciences 
bear witneſs to his faithfulneſs in the Miniſtry : How, 
for upwards of forty years, he ceaſed not to warn 
every one of you, (as he had opportunity,) with the 
moſt tender concern for your ſpiritual intereſt. 

| And, 


* 
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And, we truſt that he has left many, as ſeals of his 
Miniſtry, among you ; who will, by and by, follow 


him, and become his crown of rejoicing, in the preſ- 


ence of Chriſt. | 
Was not the intereſt of the Church, and the ſal- 
vation of your ſouls, not only his living, but alſo his 
dying concern? And, agreeable to his daily prayer 
for your welfare, notice, this day, the goodneſs of 
God. You have been deſtitute but a ſhort time; 
nor have you been rent with diviſions, as in many 
places. But he, whom you have unanimouſly choſen 
to be your Miniſter, and whom your dear departed 
friend choſe to be his ſucceſſor, is now to be ſet over 
you in the Lord. Therefore, when he, (your Paſtor 
elect) ſhall have taken up the fallen mantle, receive 
and treat him as the Eliſha, upon whom the ſpirit of 
Elijah reſts. 
In the light of our ſubje&, you may plainly ſee, 
that, ſhould he obtain grace to be faithful, he will 
labour among you, with much affection. It will, 


therefore, give him the greateſt ſatisfaction, to find 


you, at all times, ſuitably affected with the weighty 
truths of the Goſpel ; but if any ſhould remain un- 
affected, ſuch, by their unreaſonable conduct, will 
cauſe him great ſorrow of heart, and treaſure up to 
themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath. 

Take heed, therefore, leſt that comeupon any of you, 
which is written: Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and 
periſh : For I work a work in your days, a work, which 
you ſhall in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto 
you. But come to the light; receive the truth in 
the love of it; and the truth ſhall make you free. 


And, 


And may the Lord cauſe this Church to floutiſh; 
like the olive, and to become fruitful, like a watered 
garden, whoſe waters fail not. 

NOW, let this numerous aſſembly, in the light of 
this ſubjet, be led to conſider the ſolemuity of the 
preſent occaſion. 

You are convened to be W af one of the 
moſt ſolemn ſcenes, conſidered in its connection and 
confequences, that your eyes will ever behold, till 
you ſhall ſee the Lord Jeſus Chriſt coming in the 
clouds of heaven, with great glory. 


One moment's ſerious reflection upon the work, 


in which Chriſt employs his Miniſters, will ſhew you 
how this day of goſpel grace is connected with the 
day of his appearing, as ſeed time is connected with 
harveſt. Conſider, therefore, how nearly you are 
concerned, in this Miniſtry of reconciliation. It is 
your preparing time. The door of ſalvation is ſet 
open before you, in the Goſpel. All things are now 


ready. God is uſing means with you; and, under 
theſe advantages, you are forming characters for an 


eternal ſtate. Each one will hereby be completely 
fitted, for heaven or hell: So that, ere long, the 
amazing grace of God will ſhine forth, in your com- 
plete happineſs; or his * in your final deſtruc- 
tion. 


How ſuitable, then, that you ſhould, each one for 


himſelf, be ſolemnly affected, with thoſe truths, 


which are brought to view by the Goſpel, and rnd: 
ize their infinite importance 

If all faithful Miniſters are affected with them; 
why ſhould not you ? If they are concerned for you ; 


why ſhould not you be concerned for yourſelves ? 
tenet 
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Cordially accept the gracious offer ; and let the be- 
nevolent be gratified, and let Chriſt be rige. in 
your ſalvation forever. 
But if you refuſe, the ſcene will ſoon change ; 2 
that ſtorm of wrath, which has been long gathering, 
by your impenitence, and abuſe of the goodneſs of 


God, will burſt upon you, like a mighty torrent, and 
there will be none to deliver. 


rene 


Rev. ISAIAH POTTER, or LEBANON. 
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H OW beautiful upon the mountains are the) 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth} 
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publiſhethi 
fatoation, that ſaith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth ! i 

You, dear Sir, being ſeparated to this good work mat 
and to the office of a Goſpel Miniſter, by prayer al 
and the laying on of hands by the Preſbytery ; we com 
the Council, convened for this ſervice, now ſolemnl; the 
charge you, before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt bor! 
who ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his appear 9 ſee 
ing and kingdom, that you acquit yourſelf with val q 2 the 
our and fidelity, as a good ſoldier, under the grea b i 
Captain of your ſalvation. You are to enter int ever 

the labours, and to ſtand in the lot of one, who ſent 


by his diligence and fidelity in the Goſpel Miniſtry Yar 
in = 


\ 
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in this place, for many years, had greatly endeared 
himſelf to this people; but not being ſuffered to 
continue by reaſon of death, we charge you to come 
to this people in the ſpirit and power of your aſcend- 
ed Elijah, and that, like him, you make it your dai- 
ly object, ſo to diſcharge the duties of your Miniſtry 
as to magnify your office. 

To this end, we charge you to preach the word. Be | 
F 7 inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, 9 
and admoniſh, with all long ſuffering and doctrine. 
& The being and perfections of God you are to 
urge, with ſuch undeniable evidence, as to enforce \ 
conviction upon the minds of your hearers. You | 
are to preach and prove the divinity of the ſcriptures, .- 0 
and to urge the great doctrines contained therein. | 


} 
We charge you to preach the doctrine of divine ſov- "vi | 
ereignty; that God is the great king upon the throne | 

te of the univerſe, who doeth according to his will in 


;ſheth the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of 
this lower world, without control from any. We = 
charge you to preach the original rectitude in which \ | 
man was created, his apoſtaſy and fall, and that mor- 
al depravity, total and complete, which has hereby 
. come upon all mankind. We charge you to preach 
m the neceſſity of the new birth; that except a man be 
hriſt vorn again, be ſanctiſied and made holy, he cannot 4 
1 ſee the kingdom of God. We charge you to preach 1 
Ihe inviolable rectitude of the divine law; that it 
Pins man to the proper meaſure of his duty, how- 
ever guilty and depraved, and has paſſed a righteous 
ſentence of condemnation upon all men, as ſinners 
and * We charge you to preach the un- 


0 ſearchable 


h nl g 
grea 
r int 
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ners can obtain forgiveneſs and find acceptance with 


ſafety of thoſe who believe; that they ſhall be kept 


 ſubjeRs, making a difference between the precious | 


ſhall be able to teach others alſo. © 


28 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt ; that he has brought in 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs, made an atonement for 
fin, whereby the law is magnified and made honour- 
able; and that hereby an ample foundation of hopeis 
laid for themoſt guilty and vile. We charge you to te. 
tify repentance towards God, and faith towards out | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the only terms upon which fin- 


God. You are to preach the dependence and the 


<< Aw 


by the mighty power of God, through faith, unto 
ſalvation. We charge you to preach the reſurrec- 
tion of the dead and eternal judgment ; that Chriſt 
will, at the laſt day, appear in glory, with his holy 
angels, gather all nations before him, judge and re- 
ward every one according to his works ; and that 
then the wicked ſhall go away into everlatting pun- 
iſhment, and the righteous be received to life eternal. 
We ch arge you to feed the flock of Chriſt, which 
he hath purchaſed with his own blood, and over | 

which the Holy Ghoſt hath this day made you an 
Overſeer. Be an example to the flock, in faith, in 
patience, and i in charity. Adminiſter the ordinances 
of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper to meet and proper 3 | 


and the vile. Be a man of prayer. Pray with and 
for your people ; and you are to bleſs them in the 1 
name of the Lord. ; 

And now, being confecrated to the office of a Gol- 
pel Miniſter, that which you have received, the fame 
we charge you to commit unto faithful men, who we 


f 
= | 


TED 29 
Son of man ! you are this day made a waichman un- 


to the houſe of Iſrael ; and curſed be he that doeth the 
work of the Lord deceitfully. 9 


We charge you to be faithful; never ue 50 your life 


dear unto you, that you may finiſh your courſe with joy, 
and the Miniſtry which you have received of the Lord to 


full it; and then, though Iſrael be not gathered, yet you 
= will be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and when the 
great Shepherd and Biſhop ſhall appear, you ſhall receive 
@ crown of glory which fadeth not away. 
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RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, | 


BY THB 


Rzv. JOHN CRANE, or NoxTuzaInr. 


a | * of) 
WHEN a poſt in the Church of God try 
holds forth temptations to the avaricious and ambi- - V 


tious, and invites them to partake of its profits and hop 
honours, the pleaſure of introducing perſons to theWcenſ 
Miniſtry is diminiſhed, from the apprehenfion off V 
embracing unqualified characters: But when theWDivi 
office of the Goſpel Miniſtry is not the road to world-f pel 
ly greatneſs, we have more reaſon to believe thoſe, ate 
who conſent to be ſeparated to the ſacred work, are 


Be 


what they profeſs to be; and as the evidence of theirfWFath 
godly ſincerity increaſes, our joy, on the occaſion, im, 
becometh more complete. nſ{tn 
The ſcripture authority, generally adduced, in ju eho 
tification of the uſage, now in contemplation, is thi 256 
ut 


example of James, Cephas, and John, who gave tq 
Paul and Barnabas the Right Hand of Fellowſhip. | 
Relative to this inſtance, Rev. Sir, I now, in behal by 

al this venerable Council, * you this mie | 5 PER 


What 


* 7 


| 31 
Hand of Fellowſhip ; by which is ſignified our pub- 
lic acknowledgment of you, as a regular Miniſter 
4] | of the Goſpel, of equal ſtanding with us. 
| 4 This token of our friendſhip expreſſes our readi- 
neſs to afford you, in the regular diſcharge of your 
office, all the aſſiſtance in our power; and alſo our 
RexpeRation of receiving your help and friendly aid, 
Jas occaſion ſhall require. 
We bid you welcome to this part of the vineyard 
of our Lord ; and hope you will be an inſtrument, 
in the hands of God, of great good to'the Church 
and Congregation in this place. 
Brethren of this Church, you now behold the man 
of your Choice, introduced to the work of the Minif- | 
Jod try among you. 
1bi-& We congratulate you, on this joyful occa ſion. We 
and hope you will receive him as one of our Lord's aſ- 
the cenſion gifts, and long reap the benefit of his labours. | 
n of We join, we truſt, with you, in acknowledging the : 
the Divine favour, in the ſpeedy reſettlement of the Goſ- 
orld- 1 Miniſtry among you, after the removal of your 
hoſe,Wate Paſtor. G 1 
„ are = Behold the care and compaſſion of your heavenly 
their Father. Within leſs than one year you parted with 
Gon him, » who had ſpent his days in miniſtering to your 
Aon and edification, [Your Je, this day, 
dehold the breach repaired. _ 
May your prayers daily iſcend't to "Ag Throne of 
Uſufficient Grace for the ſucceſs of the Miniſtry, 
What you might not receive the grace of God i in vain. 


. 
28 2 
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1 july 
is the 

ave tq 

hip. 8 

behalf TH e Rev. Ex10na rue, who departed this life, Auguſt 6, 1795, in the 
Ri gb 1 * year of his age, and cen of his Migiftry. 
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